We deeply appreciate the great contributions of many physicians in the registry of esophageal cancer cases. The Comprehensive Registry of Esophageal Cancer in Japan, 2006, was published here, despite some delay. The registry complies with the Act for the Protection of Personal Information. The encryption with a HASH function is used for ''anonymity in an unlinkable fashion''.
thoracoscopically. The operative mortality (within 30 days after surgery) was 1.0 % and the hospital mortality was 2.1 %.
We hope that this Comprehensive Registry of Esophageal Cancer in Japan for 2006 will help to improve all aspects of the diagnosis and treatment of esophageal cancer in Japan. Table 1 Age and gender Table 11 Types of primary treatment Table 12 Tumor location Table 15 Histologic types of biopsy specimens Table 16 Depth of tumor invasion, cT (UICC TNM 6th) Table 17 Lymph node metastasis, cN (UICC TNM 6th) Table 18 Distant metastasis, cM (UICC TNM 6th) Table 20 Clinical stage (UICC TNM 6th) Table 22 Treatment details in patients receiving  endoscopy  Table 26 Complications of EMR/ESD Table 30 Table 42 Tumor location  Table 43 Approaches to tumor resection  Table 44 Endoscopic surgery  Table 45 Fields of lymph node dissection according to the location of the tumor Table 47 Reconstruction route  Table 48 Organs used for reconstruction Table 55 Histological classification  Table 56 Depth of tumor invasion Table 58 Pathological grading of lymph node metastasis Table 59 Numbers of the metastatic nodes Table 60 Pathological findings of distant organ metastasis Table 61 Residual tumor Table 72 Causes of death 
II. Clinical results of patients treated with endoscopy in 2006
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